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standing beside victims of natural calamities, or
empowering women and youth to live with dignity
— every small act of service strengthens the fabric
of our society. It bridges the gap between privilege
and deprivation and creates a community where
compassion and justice prevail.
At DSDI, we are committed to nurturing this spirit of
service among our students, staff, and
stakeholders. We believe education must not only
enlighten the mind but also awaken the heart to
the needs of others. Our programs and activities
are designed to encourage active participation in
social causes, fostering a generation that is
sensitive, responsible, and ready to contribute to
the betterment of society.
May we continue to stand united in service,
building a future where humanity is our greatest
strength. Big thanks to the staff members, co-
workers, stakeholders, friends and well-wishers of
DSDI. We look forward to the greater cooperation
and service to the needy to achieve the goal of
the institute. 

In today’s rapidly changing world, the need for
social services has become more urgent than
ever before. India, with its vast diversity and
dynamic growth, continues to face challenges
that call for collective responsibility and
compassionate action. As the Director of DSDI, I
strongly believe that social service is not merely
a voluntary act of kindness, but a moral duty
and an integral part of nation-building.
Odisha, our beloved state, reflects both the
resilience and the vulnerabilities of our country.
While we take pride in our rich cultural heritage,
natural beauty, and hardworking people, we
cannot overlook the pressing issues that
demand attention. Poverty, illiteracy,
unemployment, malnutrition, lack of healthcare,
and frequent natural disasters continue to affect
the lives of many. The recent years have shown
us that development is meaningful only when it
reaches the poorest and the most marginalized
in society.
Social service is therefore not the responsibility
of a few, but a shared mission for all. Whether it
is providing education to a child in need,
extending healthcare support to the sick,
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The Latest Tips and Trends for
Creating Stunning and
Functional Spaces

was graced by Dr Hari Babu
Kambhampati, the Honourable Governor
of Odisha, as the Chief Guest. It was a
joyful moment to be a part of the
celebration. It is a more joyful and
memorable event for us as we were
invited as special guests for the program.
Our Congregation and, especially, the
Damien Social Development Institute were
honored with the certificate in recognition
of our dedicated service to the leprosy
people. We thank God for all his blessings
and grace in strengthening us for his
service and making us able to walk in the
footsteps of St. Damien of Molokai. 

To commemorate 100 years of this transformative visit, the city of Cuttack and especially
the Leprosy Home and Hospital, Nayabazar, Cuttack, organised an array of events and
cultural programs. The celebrations were designed not only to honour Gandhi’s memory
but also to rekindle the spirit of his teachings. The centenary celebration of the arrival of
Mohandas Karamchan Gandhi, the father of the nation, in Nehrupalli, Cuttack, was
solemnised on 20  August, 2025, by the Government offices, school staff, people fromth

The Centenary Celebration of M. K. Gandhi’s arrival in Cuttack 
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Nehrupalli and Gandhipalli colonies. This
celebration was to mark the memories of
Mahatma Gandhi’s arrival in Cuttack on
20  August 1925, and especially, he visited
the Leprosy Ashram, where the patients of
leprosy are treated. In the Ashram,
Mahatma Gandhi served the people. In
remembrance of his service and visitation,
a statue of Mahatma Gandhi is installed.
The program began with the inauguration
of the statue of Gandhi. Thousands of
people from colonies, cities and high
dignified government officers, political
leaders and media were present in the
celebration. The occasion of the 100  year
of the Padayatra of Mahatma Gandhi 

th
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In its continued commitment to the
education and holistic development of
underprivileged children, Damien Social
Development Institute (DSDI) opened four
new Non-Formal Tuition Centers during this
year. Of these, three centers were
established in Odisha and one center in
Kunjaban, West Bengal, all within DSDI’s
pastoral areas. This initiative marks another
significant step in reaching out to
marginalized communities and responding
to the educational needs of children.

DSDI carefully assessed the needs and
challenges faced by children and families in
these regions, especially in the area of
education. Many children come from
economically poor backgrounds and face
serious difficulties in accessing quality
education. Due to financial constraints, some
children are unable to attend tuition classes,
while others struggle to continue their
schooling and remain idle in their villages
without proper guidance or learning support.
Understanding these realities, DSDI took the
initiative to open the new Non-Formal Tuition

Centers to provide free or affordable academic support to these children. The centers aim to
help students improve their academic performance, build confidence, and develop a
positive attitude toward learning. Through regular classes, personal attention, and a
supportive environment, DSDI seeks to nurture the children’s potential and guide them
toward a brighter future.
The opening of these centers was warmly welcomed by the local communities. Parents
expressed great happiness and gratitude toward DSDI for introducing such much-needed
educational support for their children. They acknowledged that these centers would play a
crucial role in their children’s growth and future opportunities. The initiative strengthened the
trust between the community and the institution, reaffirming DSDI’s mission to serve the poor
and empower the next generation through education. The establishment of these new Non-
Formal Tuition Centers reflects DSDI’s dedication to creating equal learning opportunities and
ensuring that no child is left behind due to poverty or lack of resources.
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Opening of New Non-Formal Tuition Centers



effective teaching and planning
methods. The resource person for the
workshop, Mr. L. Lawrence, spoke in detail
about the importance of strong teaching
skills and the need for systematic
planning in the teaching–learning
process. He emphasized how proper
lesson planning plays a vital role in
helping students understand concepts 

WORKSHOP FOR DSDI STAFF

Damien Social Development Institute
(DSDI) organized a staff development
workshop for its teaching staff to
enhance teaching skills and improve the
overall quality of education provided to
students, especially children from
underprivileged backgrounds. The
workshop was both informative and
interactive, offering valuable insights into 
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clearly and progress academically. He
also highlighted the importance of
discipline in teachings, maintaining
consistency, and creating a supportive
learning environment for students.
Special emphasis was placed on the
education of poor and marginalized
children. Mr. Lawrence encouraged
teachers to give such students personal
attention and to design specific learning
plans that address their individual needs.
He advised the staff to prepare monthly
and yearly teaching plans to ensure that
every child benefits from the services
provided by DSDI and is supported in
improving their academic performance.
To make the workshop more engaging
and practical, Mr Lawrence assigned
group activities to the staff members.
Teachers worked together to develop
teaching plans and strategies, which were



later presented to the group. This

collaborative approach helped

participants learn from one another and

identify best practices that could be

effectively implemented in their

classrooms. At the conclusion of the

workshop, the teachers expressed their

heartfelt gratitude to Mr. Lawrence for

sharing his knowledge and experience.

They appreciated the new perspectives

and practical methods introduced during

the session, which motivated them to

improve themselves professionally. The

staff members were very happy to have

participated in the workshop, as it helped

them develop confidence and inspired

them to apply the learned strategies to

enhance the learning outcomes of their

students.

Page 5



Damien Social Development Institute (DSDI)
joyfully celebrated its Foundation Day on 5th
September, coinciding with Teachers’ Day and
the feast day of St. Mother Teresa of Kolkata.
The program was marked by gratitude,
reflection, and a deep sense of commitment
to service. All the staff members were present
and actively participated in the celebration.
The event included meaningful messages
highlighting the 

DSDI FOUNDATION DAY CELEBRATION

significance of Teachers’ Day. Miss.
Kamalini Devi delivered an inspiring
address emphasizing the vital role of
teachers in nation-building. She
highlighted how teachers are the
backbone of society, shaping young
minds and guiding them toward
responsible citizenship. She
acknowledged that the positive
growth of society and the
emergence of strong leaders are the
results of the dedication, patience,
and hard work of teachers. Following
this, Fr. Prem ss.cc. The regional
superior of India shared a 

moving message on St. Damien of Molokai and his remarkable service to humanity.
He reflected on how St. Damien devoted his life to serving people who were
neglected and marginalized by society. Accepting them as his own, St. Damien lived
among them and served them with compassion and selflessness. Because of his
unwavering dedication and love for the poor and the suffering, his life and service
continue to inspire people even today. Fr. Prem also expressed his sincere
appreciation to the DSDI staff members for their selfless service to society, especially
their commitment to children and their efforts in guiding parents to become more
aware of their children’s growth and development for the betterment of society and
the nation. The celebration concluded with a fellowship meal, where staff members
shared moments of joy and togetherness. 

Page 6



The Foundation Day celebration was a
meaningful occasion that strengthened the
spirit of unity, service, and dedication among
all present before everyone returned home
with renewed motivation. The celebration
concluded with a fellowship meal, where
staff members shared moments of joy and
togetherness. The Foundation Day
celebration was a meaningful occasion that
strengthened the spirit of unity, service, and
dedication among all present before
everyone returned home with renewed
motivation.
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DSDI organized its annual outing for all staff
members, and the program was made even
more special as some family members also
joined. This annual trip was planned to provide
the staff with an opportunity to relax, refresh
their minds, and strengthen bonds with one
another after months of hard work and busy
schedules.
For this outing, the staff travelled to
Amarkantak, a beautiful and serene place
located in the state of Madhya Pradesh (MP),
India. Amarkantak is well known for its natural
beauty, peaceful surroundings, and spiritual
importance. The place offered everyone a
chance to enjoy nature in its pure form.
Surrounded by lush greenery, hills, and 

DSDI ANNUAL STAFF OUTING TO AMARKANTAK AND
GIRODHPURI JAITKHAM

fresh air, the staff members felt
refreshed and energized One of the
main attractions of Amarkantak was
its magnificent waterfalls. The
waterfalls were very large, powerful,
and visually stunning. The sound of
the flowing water and the scenic
surroundings created a calming yet
exciting experience for everyone. The
beauty of nature, the soothing noise
of the waterfalls, and the cool
climate drew everyone closer to
nature, allowing them to appreciate
how naturally attractive and
powerful it is.

In addition to visiting Amarkantak, the staff also travelled to Girodhpuri Jaitkham (Guru
Ghasidas Jaitkham) in Chhattisgarh. This sacred and scenic place is known for its
spiritual significance and impressive height. The Jaitkham stands as a symbol of faith
and devotion and attracts many visitors from different regions. Reaching this high and
beautiful place was a special experience for the staff, and everyone felt happy and
proud to visit such an important landmark.
Throughout the outing, all the staff members and their families were very happy and
enthusiastic. They enjoyed spending time together, exploring new places, and sharing
joyful moments. The trip allowed them to relax, laugh, and connect outside the work
environment. It was a much-needed break from their routine responsibilities and busy
work schedules.
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Overall, the annual outing was a memorable and joyful experience for everyone
involved. The staff thoroughly enjoyed the natural beauty, waterfalls, hill station
views, and spiritual atmosphere of the places visited. The trip not only provided
relaxation and refreshment but also strengthened unity and positive relationships
among the staff members. DSDI is grateful for this meaningful outing, which left
everyone with lasting memories and renewed energy to continue their work with
enthusiasm and dedication.
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The staff, management and
students of DSDI came
together in Coudrin Hostel
and different tuition centers
with great pride and patriotic
spirit to celebrate
Independence Day. The
program began with the
unfurling of the national flag, 

DSDI STAFF AND MANAGEMENT CELEBRATE
INDEPENDENCE DAY

followed by the singing of the
National Anthem, filling the
atmosphere with unity and reverence
for the nation. Speeches were
delivered highlighting the sacrifices of
our freedom fighters and the
responsibility of every citizen to
uphold the values of democracy,
peace, and integrity. Cultural
performances, patriotic songs, and
poems added colour and inspiration
to the event, reminding everyone of
the rich heritage and diversity of our
country.

The management expressed
gratitude to the staff and all the
Friends of DSDI for their dedication
and commitment, encouraging all to
contribute positively to the growth of
the institution and the nation. The
celebration concluded with a
message of unity, responsibility, and
hope for a brighter future. At the end
of the celebration, sweets and snacks
were distributed to the students,
participants, guests and staff of DSDI. 
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A DAY OF SHARING AND COMPASSION AT THE OLD
AGE HOME

All the staff members were happy,
enthusiastic, and excited to be part of
this meaningful visit. From the
moment we arrived, we were warmly
welcomed by the residents of the Old
Age Home. The atmosphere was filled
with curiosity, warmth, and mutual
respect, making everyone feel
comfortable and at ease. The
interaction quickly turned into a joyful 

and heartfelt experience for both the visitors and the elderly residents. During the
visit, the staff spent time talking with the elderly, listening to their life stories,
sharing moments of laughter, and offering companionship. Many residents shared
their experiences, memories, and wisdom, which deeply touched the hearts of the
staff. These interactions helped us understand the emotional needs of the elderly
and reminded us of the importance of care, patience, and respect for older
generations. Some staff members also assisted the residents in small ways,
expressing kindness through simple acts of service.

DSDI organized a special visit for all staff to an Old Age Home as part of a day out
focused on experience, personal growth, and service. The visit was planned with the
intention of reaching out to the elderly, spending quality time with them, offering
help, and most importantly, listening to their stories and life experiences. It was an
opportunity for the staff to step away from their daily routines and engage in an
activity that fostered empathy, compassion, and human connection.



The time spent at the Old Age Home was not only meaningful for the residents but
also a learning and growth experience for the DSDI staff. It encouraged reflection
on values such as gratitude, empathy, and social responsibility. The visit helped
strengthen bonds among staff members as they shared this moving experience.
Overall, the visit to the Old Age Home was a deeply enriching and memorable
experience. It left everyone with a sense of fulfilment, joy, and a renewed
understanding of the value of human connection. The day served as a reminder
that spending time, listening with compassion, and showing care can make a
significant difference in the lives of others. DSDI remains committed to organizing
such initiatives that promote social awareness, personal growth, and service to
the community.
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EDUCATIONAL VISIT OF NON-FORMAL TUITION
CENTER STUDENTS TO THE SCIENCE MUSEUM

As part of its commitment to enhancing
the learning experience and overall
development of students, the Non-Formal
Tuition Center of Balipoda organized an
educational visit to the Science Museum.
This exposure visit was planned with the
objective of broadening the students’
knowledge, encouraging curiosity, and
helping them understand the practical
applications of science in everyday life.
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During the visit, the students had the opportunity to explore various scientific models,
exhibits, and displays that showcased the development of science and technology over
time. The museum presented important scientific inventions and discoveries, highlighting
their role in the growth of the nation and the advancement of humanity. Through these
exhibits, the children were able to understand how science contributes to progress in
areas such as health, communication, transportation, and industry.
The students were very happy, curious, and excited to witness many new concepts and
innovations, some of which they were seeing for the first time in their lives. The visit helped
them connect classroom learning with real-life applications, making science more
interesting and meaningful. The interactive exhibits encouraged them to ask questions,
observe carefully, and think creatively.

This educational tour proved to be highly
beneficial for the students, as it increased
their awareness of the importance of
science in modern society. It also reinforced
the value of education as a foundation for
personal growth and national development.
The visit inspired the children to develop a
positive attitude towards learning and
motivated them to take a greater interest in
their studies.
Overall, the visit to the Science Museum was
a valuable and enriching experience for the
students of the Balipoda Non-Formal Tuition
Centre. It successfully contributed to their
intellectual development and helped
nurture a sense of curiosity and
appreciation for science, knowledge, and
education.



CHILDREN’S DAY CELEBRATION AT DSDI FREE TUITION
CENTERS

DSDI Free Tuition Centers celebrated
Children’s Day with great enthusiasm in
remembrance of Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru, the first Prime Minister of India and
a visionary leader who believed that
children are the true strength of the
nation. The celebration aimed to create
awareness among students about the
significance of Children’s Day and the
lasting contributions of Pandit Nehru to
India’s growth and development.
The program began with a respectful
homage to Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru,
acknowledging his role in shaping
modern India through his leadership,
vision for education, and commitment to
nation-building. Students were
introduced to his life and ideals, with
special emphasis on his deep affection
for children and his belief that educating
and nurturing young minds is essential
for the progress of the country.
As part of the celebration, students
delivered well-prepared speeches
highlighting Pandit Nehru’s contributions
to the nation, including his efforts in
promoting education, science,
democracy, and social development. The
speeches reflected the students’ growing
understanding of national history and
demonstrated their ability to express
ideas with confidence and clarity.
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Through these activities, the children
gained a meaningful understanding of why
Children’s Day is celebrated and how
Pandit Nehru’s vision continues to inspire
the nation. The program helped reinforce
important values such as respect for
national leaders, the importance of
education, and the role of children in
shaping the future of society.
The celebration concluded with the
distribution of candies to all the children,
adding joy and excitement to the occasion.
The Children’s Day program was a
memorable and enriching experience,
leaving the students happy, motivated, and
inspired. DSDI remains committed to
nurturing young minds and creating
learning environments that support the
holistic development of children.



HEALTH CAMP AT GANDHIPALLI LEPROSY COLONY,
CUTTACK

A health camp was successfully organised
by DSDI at the Gandhipalli Leprosy Colony,
located in the city of Cuttack on the banks
of the River Mahanadi. The Gandhipalli
Leprosy Colony has been under the care
and support of DSDI since the beginning of
its mission in India, and DSDI continues to
serve the community with dedication and
commitment to their well-being.
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The health camp was organized during the time of the Astoprahari Feast, a significant
religious and cultural event observed in the colony. During this feast, the residents engage
in continuous worship for three days through singing, chanting, and prayer. Considering
the large gathering of people during this period, DSDI identified it as an appropriate
opportunity to provide essential health services to the community. 
The camp offered free medical check-ups and medicines to the residents of the colony
and nearby community members. Approximately 250 to 300 people benefited from the
health camp. Qualified medical personnel conducted general health examinations,
addressing common health concerns such as viral fever, body pain, allergies, and other
minor ailments. Based on the diagnoses, free medicines were distributed to the patients,
ensuring immediate relief and support.

The initiative was warmly welcomed by the community,
and many people came forward to avail themselves of
the services provided. The beneficiaries expressed
happiness and relief at receiving timely medical care
and medicines at no cost, which greatly supported
those with limited access to healthcare facilities.
The President of the Gandhipalli Leprosy Colony, along
with the residents, extended their heartfelt gratitude to
DSDI for organizing the health camp and for its
continued care and concern for the community. The
health camp not only addressed physical well-being
but also strengthened the bond between DSDI and the
people it serves.
This initiative reflects DSDI’s ongoing commitment to
promoting health, dignity, and holistic development
among marginalized communities. Through such
efforts, DSDI continues to uphold its mission of service,
compassion, and community empowerment.



DSDI SPORTS DAY AT TUITION CENTERS

Damien Social Development Institute (DSDI) successfully organized a Sports Day across
various dates and locations in its non-formal tuition centers. The sports events were
conducted in different villages, creating an inclusive platform for children to actively
participate and showcase their talents. It was heartening to witness the enthusiastic
participation of all the children, who took part in the sports activities with great joy and
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excitement. Their energy, passion, and
sportsmanship were clearly visible
throughout the events. The Sports Feast
aimed to encourage children to engage in
extracurricular activities, helping them
develop physical fitness, teamwork,
discipline, and confidence alongside their
academic learning.
The presence of parents and village
community members added great value to
the program. Their encouragement and
support served as an extra boost for the
children, motivating them to participate
happily and perform their best in every
game. The lively atmosphere created a
sense of unity and celebration within the
community.

At the conclusion of the sports events,
prizes were distributed to the winners, and
consolation prizes were given to
participants who did not secure first,
second, or third places. This thoughtful
gesture ensured that every child felt
appreciated and motivated. The children
received their prizes with immense
happiness and pride.
Parents expressed their heartfelt gratitude
to DSDI for organizing such meaningful
activities, recognizing the importance of
sports in the overall growth and
development of their children. The DSDI
Sports Feast was truly a memorable and
impactful event, promoting holistic
development and joyful learning among
the students.



DSDI once again extended its support to
underprivileged children through its
Sponsorship Program for Higher Education.
This year, a total of 40 children were selected
to receive educational sponsorship. These
children come from economically poor
backgrounds, where financial constraints
make it extremely difficult for them to continue
their studies beyond basic education.

SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM FOR HIGHER EDUCATION

Understanding their situation and
responding to requests made
through the Parish Priest and the
president of the Colonies, DSDI
stepped forward to support these
children in pursuing their higher
education. Many of them possess the
talent, determination, and desire to
study further, but the lack of sufficient
financial resources often becomes a
major obstacle. Through this
sponsorship initiative, DSDI aims to
remove that barrier and help them
move closer to achieving their life
goals and securing a brighter future.

The beneficiaries of this program include children from the leprosy colony, children
from DSDI ministry areas, and a few others from different places who approached
the institution seeking assistance for their higher education. Despite coming from
diverse locations, all the students share a common struggle—financial hardship—
and a common hope for a better future through education.
Although the support provided by DSDI may seem small in monetary terms, it has
made a significant impact on the lives of these children. For them, this sponsorship is
not just financial aid; it is a source of encouragement, hope, and motivation. It
reassures them that they are not alone in their journey and that there are people
who believe in their potential.
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The children and their families
expressed deep gratitude to DSDI for
this generous support. In the midst of
financial limitations and life’s
challenges, the sponsorship has become
a great relief and a strong foundation for
their educational journey. Many of the
students shared that this help has given
them renewed confidence to study well
and work hard toward building a stable
and meaningful future.
Through this ongoing sponsorship
program, DSDI continues its
commitment to empowering young
lives through education, believing that
even a small act of support can create
lasting change and open doors to
opportunities that were once beyond
reach.
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PRE-CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION AT DAMIEN SOCIAL
DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE (DSDI)

Damien Social Development Institute
(DSDI) celebrated its Pre-Christmas
program on 23rd December 2025 grandly
and joyfully. All the staff members
gathered together to commemorate the
birth of our Lord Jesus Christ and to share
the true spirit of Christmas, filled with
love, joy, and togetherness. The
celebration began with great enthusiasm 
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as everyone actively participated in preparing the meal—the joyful collaboration and
sharing created a strong sense of unity and fellowship among the staff members. We
then enjoyed the delicious meal together, making the occasion even more memorable.
During the program, Fr. Subal Francis delivered an inspiring message on the birth of Jesus
Christ and the purpose of His coming into this world. He emphasized that Jesus came to
spread love, peace, and harmony, encouraging everyone to live these values in their daily
lives. To refresh ourselves and add fun to the celebration, various games were organized,
and everyone participated with excitement and laughter. 

This was followed by a Christmas gift
exchange, which brought smiles and
happiness to all, strengthening the
bonds of friendship and goodwill. The
celebration concluded on a joyful note
with group dancing in a free-style
manner. Everyone joined in
wholeheartedly, expressing their
happiness and festive spirit through
dance. The day ended with cherished
memories, renewed joy, and a deep
sense of gratitude for togetherness.
Overall, the Pre-Christmas celebration
at DSDI was a meaningful and joyous
occasion, reminding everyone of the
true essence of Christmas and leaving
us with hearts full of happiness and
peace.



THE REPUBLIC DAY CELEBRATION 

The Republic Day celebration at the DSDI
non-formal tuition centers was observed with
great joy, enthusiasm, and patriotic spirit. The
day served as a meaningful opportunity for
students, staff, and community members to
come together and reflect on the values and
principles that form the foundation of our
nation. Along with the celebrations at the
tuition centers, the DSDI office staff also
gathered at Coudrin Hostel to commemorate
this significant national event.
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The program began with the hoisting of the National Flag, which was received with respect and
pride by all those present. This solemn moment reminded everyone of the sacrifices made by our
freedom fighters and the responsibilities we share as citizens of India. The atmosphere was filled
with a sense of unity and national pride as participants stood together to honour the country.
Following the flag hoisting, Fr. Radhe delivered an inspiring Republic Day message. In his address,
he spoke in detail about the importance of the Indian Constitution, describing it as the guiding
force that shapes the democratic structure of our nation. He emphasized how the Constitution
safeguards the rights, dignity, and equality of every citizen, and highlighted the benefits of living in
a country where justice, liberty, and freedom are upheld by law. Fr. Radhe encouraged everyone,
especially the young students, to understand and respect constitutional values so that they may
grow into responsible and informed citizens.

He further reflected on how awareness of
our rights and duties helps individuals
contribute positively to society and
strengthens the nation as a whole. His
message was both educational and
motivating, leaving a lasting impression on
those present.
The celebration concluded on a joyful note
with the distribution of sweets to all
participants. This simple gesture added
warmth to the occasion and symbolized
sharing, togetherness, and happiness.
Overall, the Republic Day celebration at the
DSDI non-formal tuition centers and
Coudrin Hostel was a meaningful and
memorable event that reinforced the spirit
of patriotism, unity, and respect for the
Constitution of India.



Page 21


